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BASIC SKILLS AND VALUE:, ..Foa ALL STUDENTS

MORc, PPORTANT THAN COMPUTERS O ARTS

DELA:ZARE VALLI:Y_ SCHOOLVOTE BALLOTS SAY

junc 26 -- Teaching basic skills and values to all

rez,ard:ess of their handicaps, Should be a higher prior to for

sehools than teaching computers or the arts, accordit:g LO

-.Clots in the region's SehoolVotc cao..paigm &ring ,.. laez

else Assigned high priJrity to teaching job sld ho don't

,-.c,i to pvoviding programs fo:: exceptlonally bright: students.
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SCECOLVOTE/2

With 93 per cent of an expected 100,000 ballots Counted, over 80 per cent of

adult: residents who voted also indicated that they want the schools to spend

such more tire teaching reading, writing, and math and to be much stricter

about promoting students arid enforcing discipline in the classroom.

Two thirds said they would pay higher taxes to reduce claSs size in the early

grades.

The ballot results were released' today in a broadcast by WCAU-TV,

Philadelphia, a partner in the SchoolVote Camapigri.

"The results indicate that voters don't want Rny child'to graduate from school

without the basic skills needed for a job," said Dariiei Yankelovich, Tublic

opinion analyst and president of The Publid Agenda Foundation, a nonpartisan,

nonprofit research and education organization which administered the balloting.

He added that "voters believe a few fundamentals are the keys to making sure

that every child has a good start in life," These are one, spending more time

on basics, two, enforcing stricter discipline, three, making sure promotion

means something, and four, reducing class size for younger students.

In line with their desire for more basic education, 96 per cent of those who

cast ballots said that teaching reading, writing and Math should be a top

priority of the schools, while more than two thirds Said" that educating all

"students to their full potential, including the handicapped and gifted, is a

top concern.

(MORE)
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Sixty-nine per cent said that teaching basic values such as honesty and what

is "right" and "wrong" should' be a top priority ft:it the schools, while 51 per

cent ranked helping Students learn about adult responSibilities such as sex,

parenting, and-alcohol or dtug abuse among their most important concerns-.

Only 21 pet cent said that helping students with personal problemS such as a

.divorce or death in the family should be a top ptiority:.

Seventy-three per cent of respondents, said they considered teaching job skills

to students- not going on to college a top priority for the schools, while 56

pet cent said teaching history, geography and foreign language shoUld be a top

concern and 55 per cent ranked basic science as a top ptiority.

Fewet respondentS gave high priority ratings to computets, 48 per cent,, arts

and music, 24 per cent, practiCal skills Such as home economics and driver

-education, 20 per cent, and'sports and clubs, 17 per cent.

When asked if they would pay higher taxes for the schools, 65 per cent said

they would pay more taxes to reduce class size to 20 or less in grades one

. through three. Fifty-eight per cent would pay more to raise teachers'

salaries and to expand vocational education.

(MORE).
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Lle sere time, 53 per cent said they would not pay higher taxes for

preschool for all four-year-old children. Respondents split, 43 per cent in

favor to 42 per cent against, on whether they would pay higher taxes for

preschool education for disadvantaged students.

The -Public Agenda administered the balloting as part of SchoolVote, a public

information campaign "meant to help citizens learn more about the choices

facing the schools and, through the ballot, to tell educational and politiaal

leaders about their concerns and priorities," according to Jean Johnson,

codirector of the Foundation.

Ballots were distributed beginning June 9 in what JOhnson called an

"unprecedented_ cooperative effort" among WCAU-TV, WCAU-AM, and WCAU-FM, The

Philadelphia Inquirer, the News-Journal papers of Wilmington, the Philadelphia

Tribune, The Press of Atlantic City, and two Spanish-language newspapers; La

Actualidad and Community Focus. The newspapers carried the ballot while

Ts7CAU-TV and its related radio stations encouraged residents to fill Out and

return their ballots.

"The full resources of our television station together with those of our

sister radio stations were put behind issues in education," said Steve Cohen,

vice president and general manager of WCAU-TV. He estimated that 5.6 million

people, or 90 per cent of Delaware Valley residents, Were reached by WCAU-TV's

783 public service announcetents, 9.7 promotional messages and what he called

an "unprecedented 13 hours of live and recorded programming, featuring several

of the station's top correspondents, including anchorman Larry Kane."

(MORE)
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The SchoolV6te campaign began in April and included in addition to broadcast

programming, public service ads in. The Tnquirer and the News-Journal paperS, a

newspaper supplement, hews stories, editorials, and nearly 100 community

meetings throughout the Delaware Valley, The Public Agenda's documentary,

"What Should We Do in SChOol Today?" was shown at the community meetings and

on WHYY,TV 12.

Viilanova University also conducted a study of suburban students' and

residents views of teaching as a profession ashpart of the campaign.

"We tried to use as many wayS as PoSSible to allow people to hear about the

schools, read about the schools and think about the Schools, and then to ask

thet what they think should be done," Johnson said.

"We're gratified that nearly 100,000 people in the Delaware Valley cared

enough about their schoOls to fill out long, detailed ballots and add their

Voices to this important dialogue between the public and education leaders,"

YankelOvich said.

"SChoolVote is not a scientific random sampling of public opinion," he added.

"But it does tell us what people who thought about the issue and who cared

enough to send in a ballot want from their schools."

(MORE)
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Sixty-five per cent of those who sent in ballots wanted the schools to seek

parental involvement in edudation and 61 per cent of the respondents

wanted the schools to seek as much support as possible froM corporations and

the business community. Twenty-one per cent said schools should not go to

businesses for support and 17 per cent said they couldn't decide.

"In a campaign that asks people to think carefully about very difficult

choices," Johnson said, "it's not surprising to find that 15 per cent or More

of the people who responded aren't yet sure what they think about a particular

choice. They're still thinking, and that's precisely what we asked them to

do."

While 43 per cent thought teachers should get raises only if they receive good

evaluations and 39 per cent rejected the idea, 18 per cent of respondents said

they weren't sure about it. Fifteen per cent were unsure about paying higher

taxes for expanded preschool, for disadvantaged students.

The campaign was supported by grants froth Bell of Pennsylvania, the Bohen

F .Indation, the DuPont Company, GTE, Hercules, Inc., the Kettering Foundation,

the John and Mary R. Markle Foundation, Merck, Sharp & Dohme, and the Packard

Press.

Philadelphia Mayor Wilson Goode, Camden Mayor Melvin Primes, Wilmington Mayor

Dan Frawley, Congressmen Tom Carper of Delaware, Jim Florio of Camden, and Bob

Edgar of suburban Philadelphia endorsed the campaign along with other school

and community leaders. In addition, over 100 school districts participated in

the campaign.

-30-
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".:4 is your official School Vote ballot. Your leaders want to know what
you think should be done about education here in the Dela \vareValle.y.

pn's: SchoolVote has been-working to let citizens knw mc,re
;he prjc:erns and-issues facing our schools. Now it's time to hear from you.Pease complete your ballot and mail lt---or drop it off at your local WaWa Food

NlarkE.,t or par :i :ipating Pizza Hut -Stores by Thursday, June 13. To receive
additional baas, call 215SCHOOL-I.. (out of town, call collect).

;: 1.r* L ec. T^e inquirer and Philadelphia Ne\A spapers. Incorp.irtec LAL-TVAl'ilit:ladeittnia Corroan. La Actuallidad, Comer:unity Focus, The Press of Atlantic City and. in Deiay.are. 1 he No\ s.-)ournalas u eh T re Pu Agenca Fo...ndal ion. a nonprofit, noriPartisan research and educatitinal organizazi,..n itltn neaoci,!art ers a; 6 Eastz-,tree :. Nei.; \ c ri; NY 1(016 it 212-6S6 681C, Schcon* ote is a nonpartisan public ser. iceef fort funded in pa-, bt tnejc,hn and MaryFoundat ;he Ket; erirg Fc.riclat ;on, a+-d GTE in addition to Del:mare Wallet foundations. bi..isiriesse', anr c:\ Ict,ttiup, You cancr, School\ ote az t. C Cit. Line Aenue and Monument Road. Philadelphia. PA 19131, or call 215-SCHOOLI,

195 Trt I u$- c Aw.nr. F d d:

PART I. Where do you lit e? Do you hare children in the public schools?....du.pnia :2 S. r..trban C Jerie. C Delay.are Yes 0 \o

P What do .0.r v, ant oi:r senocls to do' Some people sat the schools must saprtorittes and can't do alle ask, Hereis a ::`t of what v. e ask of schools For each item. mark if it is N. ert important, a top priority; important, but a middle priority,less imponant. a low priority.

The schools should help students learn:

1. 1%) read. \NH:el and use mathemat:cs for v.er>day problems
'fop

Priority
',Middle Lott

'0
Practical ski:Is such as home economics and driver education 0

3. Basic values such as honesty. and tthat is "right" and "wrong" 0
4. the word ..rough geograph) and foreign language

5, skills for .we:, not ,co.r.c. tc cnl ege throi.gh vocational education and other programs 0 0
6. Lp to their full potential. molt:dine those atilt learning and physical disabilities

natri,e .anpave and Erg.l..,n so trot tion't fall aehind %k hilt they're learning Eng!,sh

appre:::ate a., participate In t:r.e arts. music. and theater 0
9. Tz deaf responsiblit:ts and problems such as se \. marriage, parenting, personal

.ar-ce.t. and drug abuse

the red -irerntrits and rin.arcs of different jobs and careers through guidance counseling 0
*".".;" :h 7:-so nal probers such as divorce or a death in the family

12.. To ,.r,;; an and use computers

13. A.":c science including btolo:cy. chernistr and physics

l,. 7,-. de% ,,. :side interests through sports and clubs 0
15. tr- y porm, including gifted or eueptionally bright students

(Over)
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-`e to irr,prcé education that could mean spending more money. For each. marl: whether it Is
N.> r.^.t.,re 'taxes for or-not something you'd pay- more taxes for., sot

Nortti R orth
More 'More'
713,e- 'Ilan

:Ls" tlie t. or :est in g:..des I to 3.
rt,07 mkqc CON: This would mean increasing=the number of
attre,tr:Nr, teachers and classrotims.

!sot
Sure

tne el of p.iy for teachers.
PI, 0: T. a ,r1 s7 :......,:r we erect.. CON: Teachers get the. summer off, they are paid

7:7 :7 . sairly now O
rre st....fehtc fo: future e:r.;,loyment.

CON: ea. :cation is too narrow and
specific, students should learn basic skills that can
be used in an )ob.

7,* rnOrr dituthantaged children to attend preschool.
PRO: ,,. :se p.r.4:-..rns are a good i-Nes:Ment CON: Programs Eke Head S:art already help the

cr."zrer r.iinr. co tn.:tern:ere:. children who need it most, O
preschool 10 1.7 crold

PRO: Cr.:I.:ten tea-r. MCI::: if tar; C:171 star.
as Ceti; 4s pOzilb4.,

CON: Families give children the best-preparation
for school. '0

IKOWIIIMONNACRINI1111

'1).02T, IV. Here are some other id,:as to improe education 'by changing school policy. For each, mark whether it is
we sh.)u:d do now, or sor.lething we should not do.

o. stricter about promoting sts.derits .4.0 ha e not mastered what they should ha e.
PRO. "-en *e CON:This w :tad to more dror outs and to more

t`t.")1 extra he., for tri, Se: -who re left bad.

Dc, Don't Not
Noy Do Sure

CD 0
stricter discipline. eve-. rnear. t st.tsenciir.g students froth school.

PRO few \I've.^;= CON: Suspension cuts st udents off from all leamir.g,
te.rtts chers. includinc how to behave,

8. Ctz.ce raises to teachers only if the> recete'good evaluations.
PRO. Tesriters be ra - *At tee.- CON: It's hard. if norimpossible. to determine what
performance makes a -good" teacher and so:here's a danger such

o aluations will b'e based on favoritism and politics. O 0 O
9, F.' S:11,7 :s :Cs seek a: Mar.. support as sible-from corporations and the business community.

PRO' The ts,.;....,nes hep w.th CON: Too much involvement could give business
teazr..-. cz-riz..',-en. and fitta,.:tc too much influence over the schools.

Vs, 57er r,*.t.: more time teaching reading, writing and math.
PRO, s' st :rake, t-re. al, CON: BaSIC SkillS are only part of education:more

time on basics May mean lessramc for sult9ects such
as music, an-and foreign language. 0

I I. scoOts to reach out to tric:ease parental ins Olvemeat.
PRO. Pa*: 1 CON: Schools a :: already doing alt they can.

or:T:4 fa: scnoo.s rea4 oft parents must take more responsibility theMSCheS
+awkrwsmyrtves.1
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SchoolVote
Balloting Results

July, 1985

School Vote was supported by grants from Bell of Pennsylvania, the Bohen Foundation,
the DuPont Company, GTE, Hercules, Inc., the Kettering Foundation, the John and
Mary R. Markle Foundation, Merck, Sharp & Dohme, and the Packard Press..
School Vote is a joint community affairs project of The Philadelphia Inquirer and
Philadelphia Newspapers, Incorporated, WCAU- TV- AM /FM, The Philadelphia Tribune
Company, La Actualidad, Community Focus, The Press of Atlantic City and, in
Delaware, The News-Journal Company and The Public Agenda Foundation.
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TABLE 1: THE. MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS -- ALL RESPONDENTS*

Priority Rating
The Schools Should Help Students Learn:

1. To read, write and use- mathematics
for everyday problems

2. Up to their full potential, including those
with learning and physical disabilities

3. Job skills for those not going to college
through vocational education and other programs

4. As much as their ability permits, including
gifted or exceptionally bright students

5. Basic values such as honesty, and what
is "right" and"wrong"

6. About the world through history, geography,
and foreign language-

7. About basic science including lbiology,
chemistry, and physics

8. To deal with adult responsibilities and problems
such as sex, marriage, parenting, personal
finances, alcohol and drug abuse

9. To understand and use computers
10. About the requirements and rewards of different

jobs and careers through guidance counseling
11. In their native language and English so they

won't fall behind while they're learning English
12. To appreciate and participate in the arts,

music, and theater
13. To cope with personal problems such as

divorce or a death in the family
14. Practical skills such as home economics

and driver education
15. To develop their outside interests

through sports and clubs

Top Middle Low

96 4 1

75 22 4

73 23 4

68 27 5

68 24 7

56 39 6

55 37 8

51 37 12

48 42 10

41 46 13

31 41 29

24 52 23

21 46 33

20 52 28

18 51 32

* Based on 99,625 returns; does not include 3,941 high school student returns.
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TABLE 2: VIEWS ABOUT CHANGES IN EDUCATION -- ALL RESPONDENTS*

Part I: Chan es Re uirin A Tax Inerease
Worth More Not Worth Not Sure

Taxes More Taxes
%

1. Reduce class size to 20 students
or less in grades 1 to 3 65 26 9

2. Raise the level of pay for teachers 59 31 10

3. Expand vocational educatiOn to prepare
students for future employment 58 30 12

4. Make it possible for more disadvantaged
children to attend preschool 43 42 15

5. Offer preschool for all four-year-old
children 36 52 12

Part II: Changes In School Policy Do Now Don't Do Not Sure

1. Be much stricter about promoting
Students who haven't mastered what

% % %

they should have 84 9 6

2. Spend much more time teaching
reading, writing and math 82 3.3 6

3. Enforce stricter disdipline, even
if that means suspending students
from school 82 12 6

4. Require schools to reach out to
increase parental involvement 66 24 10

5. Encourage schools to seek as much
support as possible from corporations
and the business community 61 21 17

6. Give raises to teachers only if
they receive good evaluations 43 39 18

* Based on 99,625 returns; does not include 3,941 high school student returns.
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TABLE 3: THE 'MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS
COMP _ATIVE RESULTS AMONG:THE-FOUR REGIONS'WHERE.BALLOTS WERE DISTRIBUTED*

Should Be A Top Priority. That The

Total Phila, Suburb/Ph. N.J Del.Schools Help 'Students Learn:

1. To read, write and use mathematics
for -everyday problems 96 98 95 95 98

2. Up to their full potential,
including those with disabilities 75 79 70 76 76

3. Job skills for those not going to
college through 'voc. ed., etc. 73 78 73 70 66

4. As much as their ability permits,
including gifted students 68 72 63 67 71

5. Basic values 68 71 67 68 66
6. About the world through history,

geography, and foreign language 56 59 54 52 60
7. About basic science 55 57 55 50- 64
8. To deal with adult responsibilities

and problems 51 55- 47 54 44

9. To understand and use computers 48 51 46 48 46
10. About different careers through

guidance counseling 41 47' 36 40 37
11. In their native language and

English so they won't fall behind 31 37 26 32 22
12. To appreciate and participate

in the arts 24 28 23 23 22
13. To cope with personal problems 21 21 19 24 16
14. Practical skills such as home

economics and driver education 20 21 19 20 20
15. To develop outside interests

$

through sports and clubs 18 17 17 19 15

* Philadelphia respondents -- 27,272; suburban Philadelphia -- 33,530;
New Jersey -- 24,144; Delaware -- 7,022; did not indicate -- 7,657.
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TABLE 4: ITE MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS
COMPARATIVE RESULTS. AMONG. ALL RESPONDENTS WITH- WITHOUT CHILDREN IN SCHOOL*

Should Be A Top'Priority That The Total Childten No.Children
Schools Help..Students Learn:

%,

96

in'School in School

1. To read, write and use mathematics
for everyday .problems

%

95 97

2. Up to_ their fullpotentiaI, including
those with disabilities 75 76 74

3, Job skills for those not,going to
College through VOc...-ed, etC. 73 74 71

4,. As much as their abilityperMIts,
including, gifted students 68 69 67

5. Basic. values 68 67 70
6. AbOUt the world through history,

geography, andforeign'language 56 55 56
7. About basic' science__ 55 56 54
8. To deal with adult responsibilities

and-.problems 51 51 51

9. To understand and use computers 48 53 43
10. About different careers through

,guidance counseling 41 43 38,
11. In their native langUegeand-English

so they won't fall behind 31 31 30
12: .To appreciate -and- participate.

In the arts 24 26 22
13. To cope with, personal problems 21 22 20
14. Practical skills- sUch-as home

economics and driver education 20 21 19
15. to develop outside interests

thtough sports and clubs 18 19 16-

* Respondents with children in school -- 47,145; without children in school --
40,814; did not indicate -- 11,666,



TABLE 5: VIEWS ABOUT CHANGES IN EDUCATION
COMPARATIVE RESULTS AMONG THE FOUR REGIONS WHERE BALLOTS WERE DISTRIBUTED*

Part I: Changes Requiring A Tax Increase
Total

Worth. More Taxes

N.J. Del.Phila. Suburb/Ph.
% % % % %

1'. Reduce class size to no more than 20 65 64 63 67 71

2. Raise teachers pay '59 54 58 62 66

3. Expand vocational education 58 62 57 57 49

4.. Provide more preschool for
disadvantaged Children 43 51 37 44 39

5. Provide preschool for all
four-year-olds 36 47 28 35 30

Part II: Changes_In School. Policy AMR
We Should Make Now Total Phila. Suburb/Ph. N J. Del.

1. Be stricter about promoting students 84 88 85. 79 86

2. Enforce stricter discipline 82 87 82 77 =84

3. Spend much more time teaching
reading, writing and math 82 85 81 - 81 82

4. Require schools to increase
parental involvement 66 70 63 63 64

5. Encourage schools to seek support
from corporations and the business.

4

community 61 67 61 54 63

6. Give raises to teachers only if
they receive good evaluations 43 39 46 42 48',

* Philadelphia respondents -- 27,272; suburban Philadelphia -- 33,530;
New Jersey -- 24,144; Delaware -- 7,022; did not indicate -- 7,657.



TABLE 6: VIEWS ABOUT -CHANGES, IN-1DUCATION
COMPARATIVE RESULTS AMONG ALL_ RESPONDENTS _WITH/WITHOUT' CHILDREN, IN SCHOOL

Part 1: Changes Requiring A= Tax: Increase Worth More Taxes
Total Children No Children

in School in School

1. Reduce class size to no more than 20 65 69 61

2. Raise teacherS :pay 59 61 56

3. -Expand: vocational education 58 'w 55

4. Provide :mOre, preschool for

disad-Yantaged children 43 43 43

5. Provide .preschool for all
four-year-olds 36 37 34

Part II: Changes. In School Policy
We Should Make Now

1. Be stricter about promoting students

2. Enforce stricter discipline

3. Spend -much more tints teaching

reading, writing and Math

4. Requite Schools to increase
parental involveMent

Agal
Total Children No Children

in School in School

84 84 86

82 81 84

82 81 83

66 '65 66

5. Encour4e schools to seek support
from corporations and the business
community 61 60 63

. ,GiVe raises to teachers only if
they receive good evaluations 43 44 43

* Respondents with children in school -- 47,145; without children in school --
40,814; did not .indicate -- 11,666.



TABLE 7: THE MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS -- PHILADELPHIA RESPONDENTS*

The Schools Should, Help Students Learn:

I, To read, write-and Use Mathematics
fOr,everyday 'problems

2. Up to their 'full potential, indlUding those
with learning and physical. disabilities

3. Job skills for thOse not going to dellege,
thrOugh vocational education and other programs

-4, -AS much as-their ability permits, including

gifted OreXcePtionallY'bright students
5, BaSic values such as honesty, and

What is "right "' and "wrong"
L. AboUt the world through 'hiStory,

geOgraPhy, and foreign language
7. About basic science including

biology, chemistry, and phySics
8. To deal with-adult responsibilities and

'problems such as sex, marriage, iYareriting

:personal, finances, alcohol and drug:abuse '55 33 13 -

'9. TO understand and use computers 51 39 10

10: About the requirements and reWardS Of different

13

26

23

33

34

35

Priority Rating
Top Middle Low

98.

%

2

%

79 18 3

78 19 3

72 23 5

71 22 T

59 36 5

57 35- 'a

jobs and careers through guidance counseling
II. In theirnatiVe language and ,English so they

47 40

won't fall behind While they're learning 'English 37- 37
12. To appreciate and participate in

the arts, music,, and` theater 28 49
13. .Practical skills such' as home economics

and driver education 21 47
14. To cope With _personal, problems Such

as divorce or a' death in the 'family
4. 21 45

15. To develop their outside interests
through sports and clubs 17 48

* Based on 27,272 Philadelphia returns; does not include high school students.
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TABLE 8: 'THE' MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS

PHILADELPHIA RESPONDENTS WITH/WITHOUT CHILDREN IN SCHOOL*

Should :Be A Top- Priority That !trite

Sch6Ols'Help Students. earM:

1. To read, write and use Mathematics
for everyday problems

2. Up to their full potential, including
those with disabilities

3. Job skills for those :not going to
college through voc. ed., etc.

4. As much as their ability permits,
including gifted students

5. Basic values
6. About the world through history,

geography, and"foreign language
7. About basic science
8. To deal with, adult responsibilities

and problems
9. To understand and use computers

10. About different careers through
guidance counseling

11. In their native language and English
so they won't fall behind

12. To appreciate and participate
in the arts

13. To cope with personal problems
14. Practical skills such as home

economics and driver education
15. To develop outside interests

through sports and clubs

Phila. Children No Children
Total in School in School

98 97 98

79 81 77

78 80 76

72 75 70
71 68 73

59 61 57'

57 61 54

55 55 54
51 57 47

47 53 43

37 39 36

28 33 24
21 22 21

21 25 17

17 19 15

* Among those indicating: Philadelphia respondents with children in school --
11,479; without children in school -- 14,322.
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TABLE 9: VIEWS ABOUT CHANGES IN EDUCATION
PHILADELPHIA RESPONDENTS WITH/WITHOUT CHILDREN IN SCHOOL*

Part I: Changes'Requiring A Tax Increase Phila. Children No_Children
Total in School in School

1. Reduce class size in grades 1 to-3
WORTN_MORE TAXES
NOT:-WORTH -MORE TAXES

2. -Expand vocational education

WORTH MORE TAXES
NOT'WORTH MORE TAXES

3. :Raise the levelof"Pay for teachers
'WORTH-MORE TAXES

64.

28

62

28'

54

71

23

68

23

60

59

33

57

32

49
NOT:WORTH MORE" TAXES 37 31 42

4. More preschool for the disadvantaged
WORTH MORE TAXES 51 56 48
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 38. 34 40

Ttesdhool foi all fOuryear-olds
WORTH MORE TAXES 47 54- 41
NOT WORTH- MORE TAXES 43 38 48

Part.II: Changes In School Policy

1. Be stricter About'proMotihg'students
DO NOW 88 B8
'DON'T DO 7 '8 7

2. Enforce stricter discipline
DO NOW 87 86 87
DON'T DO 8 9 8

3. More time teaching reading, writing, etc
DO NOW 85 81 87
DON'T DO 11 14 9

4. Require schools to increase parental involvement
DO NOW 70 68 72.
DON'T DO 22 25' 21

5. -Have schools seek help from corporations/business
DO -NOW 67 67" 66
DON'T DO 18 17 19

6. Raise teachers' pay if they receive
good evaluations

DO NOW 39 '36 42
DON'T DO 44 48 40

* Among those indicating: Philadelphia respondehts with children in school --
11,479; without childroh in school == 14,322.
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TABLE.IO_THE-MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS -- SUBURBAN PHILADELPHIA RESPONDENTS*

The Schools Should Help Students Learn:

1. To read, write and use mathematics for
everyday problems

2. Job skillS for those not going to college through
vocational education and other programs

3.. Up to their full, potential, including those
with learning and physical disabilities

4. Basic values such as ,honesty, and
What is "right" and "wrong"

5. As much as their ability permits, including
gifted or exceptionally bright students

6. About basic science including biology,
chemistry, and physics

7. About the world through history,
geography, and foreign language

8. To deal with adult responsibilities and problems
such as sex, marriage, parenting, personal
finances, alcohol and drug abuse

9. To understand and-use computers
10. About the requirements and rewards of different

jobs and careers through guidance counseling
11. In their native language and Englieh,so they

won't fall behind while they're learning English
12. To appreciate and participate in

the arts, music, and theater
13. Practical skills such as home economics

and driver education
14. To cope with personal problems such as

divorce or a death in the family
15. To develop their outside interests

through sports and clubs

Priority Rating
Top Middle Low

95 5

73 23 4

70 26 4

67 26 7

63 31 6

55 38 7

54 39 6

47 41 12
46 45 9

36 51 13

26 43 31

23 53 24

19 53 28

19 47 34

17 52 30

* Based on 33,530 suburban Philadelphia returns; does not include high school
students.



TABLE 11: THE-MiSSION,OF THE SCHOOLS-

SUBURBAN PHILADELPHIA RESPONDENTS WITH/WITHOUT CHILDREN IN SCHOOL*

Should Be A Top Priority That The
Schools Help. Students Learn:

1. To read, write and use mathematics
for everyday problems

2. Job skills for those not going to
college through voc. ed., etc.

3. Up to their full potential, including
those with diSabilities

4. Basic values
5. As much as their ability permits,

including gifted students
6. About basic science
7. About the, world through history,

geography, and foreign language

8. To deal with adult responsibilities
and problems

9. To understand and use computers
10. About different careers through

guidance counseling
11. In their native language and English

so they won't fall behind
12. To appreciate and participate

in the arts

13. Practical skills such as home
economics and driver education

14. To cope with personal problems
15. To develop outside interests

through sports and clubs

Subr.

Phila. Children. No Children
Total in School in School

95 93- 97

73 75 71

70 70 71
67 65 70

63 63 64
55 56 55

54 53 56

47 46 49
46 50 43

36 37 35

26 26 26

23 24 22

19 20 19

119 19 19

17 19 16

* Among those indicating: suburban Philadelphia respondents with children in,

school -- 17,244 without children in school -- 14,235.
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TABLE 12:'VIEWS ABOUT CHANGES IN EDUCATION'
SUBURBAN' PHILADELPHIA RESPONDENTS'WITH/WITHOUT CHILDREN IN SCHOOL*

Part I: Changes Requiring A Tax Increase
Suburb,

Children No ChildrenPhila.

1: Reduce class size in grades.,1 to 3
WORTH-MORE TAXES
NOT WORTH-MORE' TAXES

2. Raise the level of pay for teachers
WORTH MORE TAXES
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES

3. Expand vocational education

Total in School in School

63

'28

58

32

66
24

60

29

60.

32

56

35

WORTH MORE TAXES 57 59 54
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 31 29 34

4. More preschool for the disadvantaged
WORTH' MORE TAXES 37 35 39
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 47 48 46

5. Preschool for all, four-year-olds

WORTH-MORE TAXES 28 27 28
NOT WORTM-MORE'TAXES 60 60 -60'

Part II: Changes In School Policy

1. 'Be' stricter about promoting students
DO NOW 85 84 87
DON'T DO 9 9 8

2. Enforce stricter discipline
DO NOW l2 80 84
DON'T DO 12 13 10-

3_, Mbre time teachtng reading, writing, etc
DO-NOW 81 79 83
DON'T'DO 13 14

4. Require schools to increase parental involvement
DO NOW P' 63 64
DON'T'DO 25 '25 '5.

ave schools seek help from corporations/business
'DO NOW. 61 59 '63

DON'T .DO 21 21 21

6Raise teachers' pay if they receive
-good evaluations

DO-NOW 46 47 45
DONIT DO 35 33 37

* Atong those indicating: suburban Philadelphia respondents with children in
school 17,241; without children in school -- 14,235.



TABLE 13: THE MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS. -- NEW JERSEY RESPONDENTS*

The Schools Should Help Students Learn:

1. To read, write and use mathematics
for everyday problems

2. Up to their full potential, including those
with learning and physical disabilities

3. Job skills for those not going to college
through vocational education and other programs

4. Basic values such as honesty, and
what is "right" and "wrong"

5. As much as their ability permits, including
gifted or exceptionally bright students

6. To deal with adult responsibilities and
problems such as sex, marriage, parenting,

personal finances, alcohol and drug abuse
7. About the world ehrough history,

geography, and foreign language
8. About basic science including

biology, chemistry, and physics

9. To understand and use computers
10. About the requirements and rewards of different

jobs and careers through guidance counseling
11. In their native language and English so they

won't fall behind while they're learning English
12. To cope with personal problems such as

divorce or a death in the family
13. To appreciate and participate in

the arts, music, and theater
14. Practical skills sueh as home economics

4

and driver education
15. To develop their outside interests

through Sports and clubs

Priority Rating
122 Middle Low

95 4

76 20+ 3

70 26 4

68 24 8

67 27 5

54 36 10

52 42

50 42 6

48 42 9

40 48 12

32 42 26

24 47 29

23 55 22

20 57 23

19 53 28

* BaSed on 24,144 New Jersey returns; does not include high school students.
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TABLE 14: THE MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS
NEW JERSEY RESPONDENTS WITH/WITHOUT CHILDREN IN SCHOOL*

Should Be A Top Priority That The
Schools Help Students Learn:

1. To read, write and use mathematics
for everyday problems

2. Up to their full potential, including
those with disabilities

3. Job skills for those not going to
college through voc. ed., etc.

4. Basic values
5. As much as their ability permits,

including gifted students
6. To deal with adult responsibilities

and problems
7. About the world through history,

geography, and foreign language
8. About basic science

9. To understand and use computers
10. About different careers through

guidance counseling
11. In their native language and English

so they won't fall behind
12. To cope with personal. problems

13. To appreciate and participate
in the arts

14. }tactical skills such as home
economics and driver education

15. To develop outside interests
through sports and clubs

N.J. Children No Children
Total in School in School

95 96 94

76 80 72

70 72 67
68 7.0 65

67 69 65

54 54 54

52 52 53
50 52 48

48 53 40

40 42 38

32 33 30
24 24 23

23 24 22

20 19 22

19 20 18

* Among those indicating: New Jersey respondents with children in school --
14,677; without Children in school =- 8,264.
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TABLE 15: VIEWS ABOUT CHANGES IN EDUCATION
NEW JERSEY RESPONDENTS WITH ITHOUT CHILDREN IN SCHOOL*

No. ChildrenPart I: Changes Requiring A tax Increase N.J. Children
Total in School in School

1. RedUce clasa_siza in-grades 1 to 3.
WORTH MORE-TAXES.

NOT'WORTH MORE TAXES

2. Raise the level of pay for teachers

67

23

69

22
63
26

WORTH MORE TAXES 62 62 64
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES

25 25 26

3, Expand-vocational education
-WORTH MORE TAXES 57 58 56
NOT-WORTH_MORE TAXES 29- 28 30

4. More preschool for the disadvantaged
WORTH MORE TAXES 44 42 46
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 40 42 37

5. Preschool for all four-year-olds
WORTH MORE TAXES 35 35 35
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 51 52 50

Part II: Changes In School Policy

1. More time teaching reading, writing, etc
DO NOW 81 83 78
DON'T DO 13 11 15

2. Be stricter about promoting students
DO NOW 79 80 78
DON'T DO 12 11 14

Enforce stricter discipline
DO NOW 77 78 76
DON'T DO 15 14 16

4. Require schools to increase parental involvement
DO NOW 63 65 60
DON'T DO 25 23 28

5. Have schools seek help from corporations/business
DO NOW 54 54 55
DON'T DO 24 24 24

6'. 'Raise teacherS' pay if they receive
good evaluations

DO NOW 42 45 38'
DON'T Dil 38 35 45

* Among those indicating: New Jersey respondents with children in school --
14,677;, without children in school -- 8,264.



TABLE 16: THE MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS -- DELAWARE RESPONDENTS*

The Schools Should Help Students. Learn:

1. To read, write and use matheMatics
for everyday problems

2. Up to their full potential, including those
with learning and physical disabilities

3. As much as their ability permits, including
gifted or exceptionally bright students

4. Job skills,for those not going to -college
through vocational education and other programs

5. laSic values such as bonetty, and
what is "right" and- "wrong"

6. About basic science including
biology, chemistry, and physics:

7. About the world through history,
zeography, and foreign language

8. To understand and use computers
9. To deal ul.err adult responsibilities and'

problems such. as sex, marriage, parenting,
Personal finances, alcohol and drug abuse

10. About the requirements and rewards of different
jobs and careers through guidanCe counseling

11. To appreciate and participate in
the arts, music, and theater

12. In their native language and English so they
won't fall behind while they're learninglnglish

13. ltactical skills such as. home economics
and driver education

14. To cope with personal probleMS such-as
diYorce or a death in the family

15. To develop their outside interests
through sports and clubs

Priority Rating
IQ2 Middle Low

98 2

76 21 4

71 24 5

66 29 4

,66 25 9

64 31 5

60 37 4

46 44 11

44 40 17

37 47 16

22 55 23

22 41 37

20 54 26

16 42 42

15 50 35

* Based on 7,022 total Delaware returns; does not include high school students.
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TABLE 17: THE MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS
DELAWARE RESPONDENTS WITH/WITHOUT CHILDREN IN SCHOOL*

Should Be A Top. Priority That The
Schools Help Students Learn:

1. To read, write and'Usemathetatics
for everyday problems

2. Up. to their frill potential, including
those with disabilities

3. As-bUdh, as their ability perMits,
including; ifted,students

4. Job .skills' for thOse-not toing-to
;College through voc. ed., ett.

5. Basic values
6. 'About basic science,
7. About the world through history,

geography, -and_ foreign language

8. To understand and use coMputers
'9. To deal with, adult responsibilities

and- .problems
10. About different carders through

guidance counseling
11. In their native language and:English

so they won't fall- behind.
12: To appreciate_ and-Participate

in the,_arts-

13. Practical skills:SUCh_as:hothe

economics and driver education
14. TO cope with personal problems
15, To deVelop outside interests

throUgh sports and clubs,

Del. Children No Children
Total in School in School

98, 98 98

76 78 74

71 73 70

66. 68 -65

66 65 '67

64 64 63

60 58 61

46 53- 39

44 46 42

37 40 34

22 24 20

22 24 20

20 21 20
16 18 14

15 17 14

* Among those indicating: DelaWare respondents with children -in school --
3;3174 without children in sChool.-- 3,558.
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TABLE 18; VIEWS ABOUT CHANGES IN EDUCATION

DELAWARE RESPONDENTS WITH/WITHOUT CHILDREN IN SCHOOL*

Part I; Changes Requiring A Tax Increase

Del. Children No Children
'Total in School in School.

1, Reduce claSSSize 4p,,grades 1 to 3
WORTH:MORE ,TAXES

.. NOT: WORTIC MORE TAXES

2. ;Raise the level:Of pay for;teddher*,

WORTH'MORE.TAXES

%

71

22

66,

%

76-

19

67

.67

25

65
NOT-WORTH,MORE- TAXES 25 24 27

3. 'Elcpand, Vocational eduCatiOn.

WORTHMORE'TAXES 49
1-

47
NOT:WORTH ,MORE 'TAXES; 38 36 39

4. More preschool for the.-disaventaged
WORTH MORE TAXES 39 38' 40
;NOT:WORTH:MORE TAXES 46 48 45

5. -Preschool for all four-year-old
'WORTH, MORE 3AXES 30 31 28
NOT .X.IORTHrMORE TAXES 59 59 60

Part II: Changes In Sdhool .PollcV

1. Be stricter About promoting students
-DO NOW 86 84 88,

DON'T DO 8 9 8

2. Enforce stricter discipline

PP NOW 84 81 86,

DON'T DO 11 12 9

1. More time teaching reading, writing,_ etc
DO NOW 82 80 84
DON'T DO 13 14 11

,4,_ Require schools to increase parental involvement.
DO NOW 64 64 -64
DON'T DO, 26 .26 26

5, Have schools seek help from corporations/business
-DO NOW 63 61 64 ,

DON'T' DO 21 22 21

6, Raise teachers' pay if they .receive.
good -evaluations.

'DO NOW 48' 49 48'

DON'T -DO 35 '34 36

* Among those indicating:. Delaware respondents with children in school --

3 317 ; without -children in .schoOl -- 3,558.
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TABLE 19: THE MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS
COMPARATIVE. RESULTS AMONG ALL RESPONDENTS AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Should Be.-A Top Priority That. The

Total*
High School

Schools Help Students Learn: 'Student Total**

1. To read, Write and use mathematics
for everyday-problems 96 82

. Up to their fill-1 potential, including,
those with Aisabilities 75 58-

3. jOb akills for those not ,going to

.college ,through voc. ed., etc.. 73 56
.4. ,As'much as their ability ,permits,

including gifteAstudenta 68' 52
5. Basic `values 68 45
6. AbOut the world through histOry,

geography, and. foreign language 56 32
7. About basic science 55 32
8. To deal with adult responsibilities

and problems. 5]. 59

'9. To understand and use computers '48 39
10'; AbOut differeMt_CareerS throUgh,

guidance counseling' 41 39
:11- In theirnative languageandBhglish_

so- they Won't fall behind- 31 36
12:, To'appreCiat and participate

in the arts 24 17
13. To cope with persOnal problems 21 27
14. Practical skills _such as home

economics and driver edutation 20 25
'15. To develop Outside interests

through sports and'OlubS
, 18 30

* BaSed on 99,625 returns: does not include high school students.
** lased'on 3,941 high school student returns.



TABLE:20:-.,VIEWS:ABOUT,CHANGESINADUCATiON
-COMPARATIVE-RESULTS AMONG ALL-RESPONDENTS AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

'Part I,: ChangeS Requiring_A_Tax Increase TOtal*
Higih-SChool
Student Total **

1. Reduce,claskSize in grades Lto
WORTH TAXES 65 -44

NOT WORTH :MORE TAXES 26

2. Raise the revel of pay for teachers
WORTH MORE TAXES 59 39
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 31 39

3.. Expand vocational education

WORTH'MORE TAXES 58 45
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 30 32

4. More preschool sfor the-disadvantaged

WORTH MORE TAXES 43 45'

NOT-WORTH MORE TAXES '42 29

5. Preschool for all four-year-olds

WORTH MORE TAXES' 36 36
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 52 40

Part II: Changes fn School Policy

1. Be-stricter about promoting students
DO 'NOW 84 49
DON'T DO .9 31

Mbre time teaching'reading, writing, etc'
DO` NOW .82' 58
DON!.r-DO 13' 23

3. Enforce stricter discipline
DO' .NOW 82 40
DON'T DO 12- 41

4. Require schools, to increase parental involvement
DO NOW 66 47
DON'T-DO 24 , 29

5,, Have schoOlS seek.help from corporatiOns/bUsiness
DO 'NOW 61 46
DON'T DO 21 25.

6'. ;Raise teacherS''y if they receive
good evaluations

-DO NOW 43 40'
DON'T DO 39 36

A- BsSed On 99,625 returns: does not include high-school students.
*A.BaSed on 3,941-high school student returns.
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TABL&,21
TOTAL NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF.RETURNS

TOTAL RETURNS* NUMBER PERCENT OF TOTAL

Region (among those indicating)

103.566 100

Philadelphia 27,272 30
Suburban Philadelphia 33,530 36
New Jersey 24,144 26
Delaware 7,022 8

Children in Public School
(aMong those indicating)

Yes, children in public school 47,145 54
No children in public school 40,814 46

Region/Children in Public School
(among those indicating)

Philadelphia, children in school 11,479 44
Philadelphia, no children in school 14,322 56

Suburban Phila., children in school 17,241 . 55
Suburban Phila., no children in school 14,235 45

N.J., children in school 14,677 64.

N.J., no children in school 8,264 36

Del., children in school 3,317' 48
Del., no children in school 3,558 52

'High SchooI_Students

High school students 3,941

* Includes 3,941 returns from high school. students.
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